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We visit the cleaning experts to learn|
how they keep riding kit in tip top s
condition — and how you can do it to
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The best clean your leathers ever had

How the professionals get vears of grime out of a leather jacket: slowly, carefully...

Prepare the leathers
Darnien starts by removing the
1 jacket's zip-in thermal liner, which
can be washed ina normal wazhing
rnachine, az well as taking outthe back
protector, He doezn't take out the elbow
ar zshoulder armour though,

"When it's held in place in zipped pocketz,
thezips are smalland fiddly," he explainz.
"Andwith olderjackets, thosezips are
fragle, You don't wart to rizk breaking one,
zoit's zaferto cleanthejacket with that
armour in"

Darnienundoes — and ernptiez — allthe
jacket's pocketz and undoes the fasteners
and zize adjiusters, zuch az at the waist and
cuffs Mow it's ready tobe deaned.

Whash the exterior

Thefirst ztep iz to get water
2 everywhere, "Water's a great

cleaner," Damien remarks, "t's a
halance, becmuze you can't let the leather
gettoo wet for too long" He makes his
own zpecialist soaps, to suit different
types of leather, k's rubbed onto the
leather witha damp cloth, then worked
into a lather with azoftbruzh — again, he
uzez different bruzhes for different
leathers or materials,

The brush getz into the zipz and lift=z
dirt trapped between theteeth, Toclean
ztuck-on flies and grit out of seamz,
pocket flapz and ventflaps, Damien
gently usez the rounded back edgeof a
pair of scizzorz, oncethe zoap haz soaked
in. stretch panels of concertinaed leather,
az you might find above knees ar inthe
zrnall ofthe bads on one-piece leathers,
needto be pulled flat and painstakingly
cleaned thiz way too,

Thefirzt load of zoapiz removed witha
zponge, which gently |ifts the dirt off with
thezoap, Thenthe jacket getz zoaped up
and zcrubbed again, Intotal Damien
zcrubz theleathers threetimes, though
thedirtiest areas will get particular
attertionto make surethey come up
clean, "Youneed toworkinsmall areaz
he streszez, "Do anarmm, then the front,
and zo on. Really finish one bit before
rnoving onto the next one."

Whash the interior

Betweeneach scrubbing of the
3 exterior, Damienalzo cleanz the

interior. Initially he zoakz it with
the water in which the soap-applying
cloth haz been wrung out, Then he takes
adifferent zpecialy made soap, inzide a
net bagto stop it zlipping out of hiz
glovedhand, and o ubs the interiar, right
down as far as the cuffs,

Cleaning the inzide of leathers izn't
zomething vou can eazily do at home, |
canonly dothiz becauze of the soapsz |
rmake —normal zoaps are too likely to dry
the leather out," Damien zays, "If you c&n
wazh theliner without it touching the
leather, you right get away with t, but
that's really hard." He paysz particular
attention to the armpits and wrizsts,
where we sweat most, thenrinsesz the
inzide again with the soapy water,

Rinse and dry
Whenthe jacket iz cleaninside and
4 out it's taken outside to berinsed
with clean water, "Youhaveto be
careful about how much water you uze, as
wellas what soap youuze," @utions
Darnien, "ou can't let i stay too wet for too

long." He's able to use alot of water as the
leathers never sit in it and he wazhes them
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fairly quickly — and mostly becauze he haz
proper drying facilities,

After the rinze, Damien lets the leathers
dripintially, before moving therminto a
purpoze-huilt drying room with a
dehumidifier, where thetemperature is
controlled. lttakes zevendays to gently
dry a set of leathersz.

THEDIY VERSION

You can follow similar steps

to cleanyour leathers at home,
The two thingz Damien doesn't
recormnmmendtrying are wazhing
the inzide and conditioning fram
theinzide, as they need specialist
zoapand conditioners that aren't
cormrnercially availahle,

Removing the aud
Don't use baby wipes, which ray
be good at removing dirt bt they
aredezigned to leave adry surface.
Leather wipes also tend to dry the
lezther out too much, ¥aou
zhouldn't uze household cleaning
products — evenones that say
they're designed for leather.
Cleaners with silicon or wasx will
hlock the pores inthe leather,
Soaps using animalfat s can block
the pores and go rancid, while
glcohol- or solvent-based
cleaners can dry the leather out,
Darnien recormmends Gliptone
GT12 wowwliquidle ather com).

For horme wazhing it's often best
to use just warm water —mayhe
with a zrnall amount of Vanizh
dizzolved in it Use a soft clothor
zponge and dean small areas until
the doth comes up clean. it needs
patience, not elbow grease,

Let leather air-dry gently,
avoiding direct heat,

Conditioning
and feeding
While zome products claimto
cleanand condition, thetwo are
very different proceszes, Cleaning
takesz dirt out of the leather;
conditioning puts oils back into the
lezther, The conditioner Damien
recornmends iz Gliptone GT13.
Work zlowly and sy sternatically,
in =mall areas ata tirme Don't apply
toormuch — conditioner takes
zeveral hours to abzorb properly
andiz best applied in several coats,
While you @napply alight coat to
darmpleather, 'l be absorbed best
oncethe leather iz dry,
Withallthe conditioner abzorbed,
youcan feed the leather with a
leather feed zuch az Connolly Hide
Food. Apply the feed in small areas,
and allow it to soak in over several
day s beforeriding,
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Condition the leather

after three days inthe drying raorm,
5 whentheleather is still slightly

darmp, Darnien applies the first coat
0f conditioning Creatm, to ensurethe leather
Can never dry outtoo mucd, "4 conditioner
brings back the stateoftheleather and the
feel" heexplains, "but there's no point in
conditioning leather untilit's all clean.”

There are cormimercial conditioner s that

rahn be applied to the outside. "Likethe
soaps, lalso make my own conditioners,"

Darmiensays. "These can be applied ta the
inside of the suit, where it's absorbed much
better by the leather,"

After the leather s have had their full sewven
days in the drying room, they get another
threecoats of conditioner — and some
itermns may need more, Every 24 hours
another coat of conditioner is warkedin
with asoft clath and left to absarb, which
Can take five ar six hours, it's impaortant not
to apply too muchand toapply it evenly,

Feed and protect... and re-clean every two years

Conditiohing the leather gets it
6 back to its best, but feeding the

leather should keepitinthat
ondition for longer, The process for

applying it is exactly the sarme as forthe
conditioner, After theleather has

absorbed its feed, Damien applies a
protective treatment to the surface,
which should further help it stay inbetter

condition for longer, "Butto stay inperfect

condition, a suit should Zet aproper clean
every 12 months to two years " he savs.

VELCRO TRANSFORMED IN MINUTES

Velcm becomes less effective over time,
but it be returnedto near-full stickiness,
"The rough half is sirnply rows of hooks,

which get cloggedwith fluff," says Darmian.

[t's a rernarkably quick process, Practice
helps, but it takes Darmien barely aminute
to getthe small patch of Velcro securing a
Cuff strap loaking like new again,
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Drarnien runs the tipof ablunt pair of
sCissors along the rows — oneway, then
the ather —lifting the fluff and removing it .
"aoudon't need any pressure," he @utions.

=

The fluffy side also deteriorates, "oujust
need ta give it ahairaut," says Darmien.
Waorking in srnall areas, he trims the top
half a millirnetre off..

LONGER LASTINGZIPS
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The process of deaning zips starts when
vou're Cleaning theleathers. Gently
wiorking the soft brushthrough theteeth
starts to get the dirt out of the mechanism.

Checkthe rmale part of the zip —the hard,
straight bit. If the materialit's attachedto
is startingto fray, coating it with clear nail
polish can stop it getting worse.

Cleanzips need to be lubed, With metalzips
vou coulduse'Wh-40or 3-In-0ne Qil, but
Darnien uses aspecial zip lubricant called
Zippy Cool, worked in with atoothbrush,

HOW TO CLEAN YOUR TEXTILES

Darnien also makes his own specialist soaps for cleaning textiles, He starts with a
pre-washsolution,inwhichhiesoaks textiles for 24 hour s before getting started,
He then washes them by hand,inthe same way as the leathers, This allow s him to
uze different soaps on different sedions of materials —impartant fortextile suts
that include panels of leather, hi-vis, anti-abrasion or other materials,

Don't be afraid to use the washing machine
Thefirst and most impartant stepis to read the garment's G@re instructions,
as they vary from suit to suit, With all of thern, thougzh, you should remove any
thermalliners, tobe washed separately, Take out allof the armour (nost
textiles use Velcro-sealed armour pockets, not 2ips as leathers tend ta), Open
allpodkets andundo all the size adjusters before washing,

Fabric softener can ruin waterproof membranes, so it's agood ideato wash a

|oad of towels, without fabric softener, before putting bike kit inthe
washing machine —this ensures the machine is rinsed out,

Don'tusehousehold washing powder or liquid far bike kit,
=g atechnical washing product such as the widely
available Mikwax TechWash, Rather than cramming the
whale suit into the machine, Damien recommends
washing jacket andtrousers separately to get the
best results, He also recommends then running
thermthrough two rinses cycles.,

Drying andreproofing
Don't use direct heat to dry textile kit bMost needs to
be air- dried, though Gore-Tex should betumble-dried.
Someof it needs to beironed with a cool iron to
reactivate its waterproof mermbrane, The suit's care
|abelshould tell yvou exactly what's needed.

W'hile textiles don't need tobe conditioned and fed like
leathers once they're clean and dry, most will benefit
frarmreproofing. Scrubbers make their own treatments,
with different ones for different. materials, AL home you
Cah use samething like Mikwax TH Direct Spray-0n,
which builds up the durable water- resistant (DWH)
layver onthe material,
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